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New Book on Mantle of the Expert 
This July, the first book on Mantle of the Expert for twenty years, A Beginner’s Guide to Mantle of the 

Expert by Tim Taylor, will be published and available online. Written in clear and concise language this 
book is designed to support new users and experienced practitioners into the application and 
development of Mantle of the Expert in the classroom.

“This is the book I wish I had had when I was starting out as a teacher. And even now, 21 years on, 
I know it’s one I’ll return to again and again. Tim doesn’t just tell us – in simple, clear and glorious 
detail – the what and how of Mantle of the Expert. But he delves beautifully and sensitively into the 
why. He shows us the importance of perspective in building children’s capacities for acting with grace, 
responsibility and thoughtfulness. He examines the careful balance between freedom and rigour that 
the pedagogy offers. He gives clear and engaging examples from his own practice and ultimately, he 
reminds us that to be a teacher is to be a guide into a future in which children are equipped with the 
power to build a better world.” Debra Kidd

To find out more about A Beginner’s Guide to Mantle of the Expert and to order your copy visit 
                www.beginnersguidetomantleoftheexpert.co.uk 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http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com
http://www.beginnersguidetomantleoftheexpert.co.uk/2016/05/the-book/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Teaching-Notes-Dr-Debra-Kidd/dp/1781351317/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1463072514&sr=8-1&keywords=Debra+Kidd
http://www.beginnersguidetomantleoftheexpert.co.uk
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Training
“I know it’s right because of the engagement I have seen in the eyes of 
the children, the passion in the voices of the teachers, and the feeling 
in the air in a classroom when everyone is taking part.” Head 
Teacher

We offer training courses for all levels of experience and 
expertise in Mantle of the Expert, including introductory 
CPD days, in-depth weekend courses, twilights, coaching, in-
class demonstration lessons, online planning workshops, and 
conferences.

If you are new to Mantle of the Expert and would like to see 
it in action then why not contact us about a free after school 
demonstration session , where you can see the approach 1

being used live with your students. 

To make a booking or to ask a question please contact us 
through our website or email timtaylor4@me.com

 Please note we may have to charge expenses - travel and accommodation - if the demo session involves a long journey. However, we always endeavour to keep our charges 1

down to a minimum and may be able to share the costs out with other schools. Please contact us using the link above to discuss options. 
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Training Schools

This year we welcomed three 
new Mantle of the Expert Training 
Schools - Recreation Road Infants, 
Norwich,  Priory Church in Wales 
School, Brecon and St John’s 
Primary School, Newcastle - to 
join the existing five - Woodrow 
First School, Redditch, Bealings 
Primary School, Suffolk, Pound 
Hill Infants, Crawley,  Holy Cross 
Primary, Harlow, and St Aidan’s 
Primary, Redbridge.  

Training Schools have been 
awarded the Quality Mark for 
developing Mantle of the Expert 
in their setting to a high standard.  

Using the approach to organise 
their curriculum and to teach in 
the classroom, they welcome 
visitors to see MoE in action, to 
discuss how the approach works 
on a practical level, and to 
support schools looking to 
develop MoE in their own setting. 

If you would like to visit a Training 
School or attend one of their 
regular study days contact them 
directly by clicking on the links 
above and keeping an eye out for 
new events on 
mantleoftheexpert.com 

http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com
http://www.recreationroad.com/
https://hwbpluse.wales.gov.uk/en/6663318/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.stjohns.newcastle.sch.uk/website
http://www.woodrowfirstschool.co.uk/
http://www.bealings.org.uk/
http://www.poundhillinfantacademy.org.uk/
http://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/default.asp?title=Home&pid=1
http://www.staidansacademy.org/redbridge/primary/staidans
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/news/mantle-of-the-expert-quality-mark-2011/
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/
http://mantleoftheexpert.com
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/community/contacts/
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
http://www.recreationroad.com/
https://hwbpluse.wales.gov.uk/en/6663318/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.stjohns.newcastle.sch.uk/website
http://www.woodrowfirstschool.co.uk/
http://www.bealings.org.uk/
http://www.poundhillinfantacademy.org.uk/
http://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/default.asp?title=Home&pid=1
http://www.staidansacademy.org/redbridge/primary/staidans
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/news/mantle-of-the-expert-quality-mark-2011/
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/
http://mantleoftheexpert.com
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Dr Hanneke Jones, a tutor at Newcastle, and Tracey 
Caffrey, Headteacher at St John’s, will be speaking 
about their work together at the Cambridge Primary 
Review Trust Conference in November. 

Norfolk Network
The Norfolk Mantle of the Expert Network has been 
going great guns this year. Organised by Michael 
Bunting the network meets once a term for a 
workshop on a particular aspect of the approach. 
This year workshops have been on planning, 
building tension, and demonstration session for 
both KS1 and KS2.  

Next year we plan to look at the conventions. If you 
would like more information on the Norfolk Network 
please contact Michael at Recreation Rd Infants. 

Red Balloon Learning Centres
We are delighted to announce the start of a project 
with the Red Balloon Learning Centres, based in 
Cambridge, Norwich, and London. Funded by 
Awards for All, this project will take place over ten 
months and involve working with staff and young 
people in the development of Mantle of the Expert 
as a part of the provision Red Balloon provides for 
its students.  

Red Balloon supports young people who self-
exclude from school and are missing education 
because of bullying or other trauma. Providing an 
academic and therapeutic programme to enable 
their students to get back on track and reconnect 
with society. 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Jordan Summer School
This August sees the tenth Drama in 
Education Summer School, held in Jerash, 
Jordan. Attended by teachers from all over 
the Middle East - Palestine, Egypt, Syria, 
Tunisia, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Oman and Lebanon - and organised by 
The Qattan Centre for Educational 
Research and Development this annual 
event involves over five hundred hours of 
training in six courses at  three levels, over 
three years. Taught in collaboration with 
supervisors from Palestine, Britain, and 
Greece, this year’s Summer School will 
take place between August 2nd and 
August 13th. For more information please 
contact the Qattan website. 

Newcastle University
This year also sees the tenth anniversary of 
the Mantle of the Expert introductory 
course run at Newcastle University for 
students on their primary PGCE course.  

Particularly apt of course because this is 
where Dorothy Heathcote developed the 
approach in the 1970s and where Luke 
Abbott and Brian Edmiston, among others, 
first learnt how to use it.  

The University have begun this year to 
work in collaboration with St John’s 
Primary school (a Mantle of the Expert 
training school) to give their students the 
opportunity to see the approach in action 
[Cont.].  

http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com
http://www.qattanfoundation.org/en/ninth-drama-education-summer-school-concluded
http://cprtrust.org.uk/cprt-event/cprt-national-conference-primary-education-what-is-and-what-might-be/
http://www.recreationroad.com/
http://www.redballoonlearner.org/
http://www.qattanfoundation.org/en/ninth-drama-education-summer-school-concluded
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Weekends at Ringsfield Hall
Some of the best training anywhere: 

“The MoE weekend at Ringsfield Hall was pure magic 
from beginning to end. Building on Dorothy 
Heathcote’s legacy, Luke and Tim shared their 
expertise authentically and passionately – the entire 
experience is transformational for educators at all 
levels.” Jan Buley, Canada 

“Thank you very much for this great weekend! It was 
absolutely worth coming all the way from Prague. 
There were many things I had already read about 
Mantle of the Expert, but I was missing a direct 
experience with it. Now I have it, and I also 
understand a lot more about planning.” Bara 
Duckalova, Czech Republic  

“Thank you so much for such an inspiring weekend. 
Lou and I returned to work on Monday full of new 
ideas! My area for professional development was 
inquiry. I re-planned a lesson based around drama 
using the skills I had learnt on this weekend. Wow! 
The results were amazing.” Helen Bailey, UK 

Led by Luke Abbott these weekend courses will give 
you everything you need to become an expert in 
Mantle of the Expert. Covering all aspects of the 
approach - drama for learning, inquiry, and the three 
core elements (expert team, client, commission) - 
these weekends are unlike any other training you 
will have ever been on. 

Hands on, immersive, and experimental, Luke will 
guide you as a participant in the fiction, giving you 
the chance to feel what it is like to be on the inside, 
building, developing, and enhancing an imaginary 
context for learning. And then stepping back out to 
discuss the implications for your teaching and the 
curriculum in your classroom. 

To find out more and to book your place please visit 
mantleoftheexpert.com 

Courses for this year: 
1. Getting Started - 14th – 16th October 2016  
2. Advanced practioners - 11th – 13th November 
2016 and 3rd – 5th March 2017. 
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Free planning
Over the last six months we have 
continued to add to the free planning 
contexts on the Imaginative-Inquiry 
website. Recent additions include a 
Victorian Pit Inspection Team, 
Kindertransport by Emma Bramley, and 
Hansel and Gretel by Kevin Holland. If you 
have a planning frame you would like to 
add to the collection please contact Tim 
Taylor via email. 

Photos
We are in the process of re-designing the 
Mantle of the Expert website (“well 
overdue!” I hear you cry) and would like 
to include as many pictures as possible 
from different schools using the 
approach. If you have photographs of 
children enjoying learning using Mantle 
of the Expert please get in contact, we 
would very much appreciate your help.  

Diary dates
Please let us know if you are organising 
an event, opening your school for a visit, 
collaborating with a university, or running 
a workshop at a conference. We are 
always interested and more than happy to 
add your event to our diary and advertise 
what’s happening on the news section of 
the website. 

http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com
http://www.imaginative-inquiry.co.uk/planning-units/
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
http://www.imaginative-inquiry.co.uk/planning-units/
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
mailto:timtaylor4@me.com
http://www.mantleoftheexpert.com/about-moe/training/ringsfield-hall/

